


 
 

R A B B I  M I T C H E L L  R .  D E L C A U  

 

CONGREGATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2008-Present Temple Emanuel, Denver, CO 

Rabbi 

Temple Emanuel is the largest congregation in Colorado with over 2000 households, and is 
now celebrating its 138th year.  Part of a dynamic clergy team, I have been afforded the 
opportunity to be involved in all aspects of congregational life.  Some accomplishments 
are:  

 

Worship  

• Serve as service leader in rotation for Shabbat. 

• Deliver sermons in rotation with Sr. Rabbi. 

• Responsible for leading the Shabbat morning minyan including Torah study which has over 20- 

30 participants. 

• Work in partnership with the Cantor in providing musical accompaniment for many services with  

guitar. 

• Join with other staff in co-leading Shabbat Unplugged, our informal musical Shabbat evening  

service that has a participation of over 300 members. 

• Oversee Tot Shabbat services Friday evening and Shabbat morning as an outreach to our younger  

families. 

• Designed and developed creative Confirmation service. 

• Participate actively in Religious school – leading services, teaching Family Education and in the  

classroom. 

• Highly visible and active presence at Temple Emanuel’s Shwayder Camp – leading services and  

working with staff and campers. 

• Developed a number of creative and innovative Shabbat programs outside the synagogue walls 
including:  

o Minyan on the Mountain comprised of leading Shabbat morning services with guitar at 
Breckenridge or Vail ski areas. We have created a core group of a dozen participants and 
10-12 others who join us.

o Shabbat Hiking included leading Shabbat morning services with guitar and on trail 
programming for a variety of demographics at various locations in the Rocky Mountains. 
This has created an outstanding opportunity for families who are seeking to connect to 
their Judaism in an informal mode.

• Work extensively with other clergy in planning and leading High Holiday worship services 
including offering sermons. 

• Enhanced our Selichot program and service with other Denver area congregations. 
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Pastoral and Life Cycle 

• Closely worked with many conversion students as they explore their journey into Judaism. 

o Provide intensive one-on-one sessions throughout their course of study so they have a 
strong connection with a rabbi. 

o Taught numerous classes in the Introduction to Judaism course including early intro 
course for Temple Emanuel specifically designed for our students. 

o Served on the Community Conversion Board (CCB). 

• Officiated at B’nai Mitzvah services on Shabbat Morning including working with students on  

D’vrei Torah. 

• Taught numerous classes in Adult B’nai Mitzvah program.  

• Engage in ongoing pastoral visits to local area hospitals, nursing homes, and hospices. 

• Provide direct spiritual, emotional, and religious care to the patients and their families.  

• Officiate at funerals and shiva services for our members. Work closely with them through the  

bereavement period, and provide resources for the families. 

• Officiated weddings which included pre-wedding counseling and entering into sacred dialogue  

with couples about issues that they should be exploring in order to enhance their relationship. 

• Officiated at numerous brit melah and baby naming ceremonies. Work with families in creating  

meaningful ritual that welcome their newborn into their family and into the Jewish community. 

 

Educational  

• Responsible for overseeing the 10th Grade Confirmation program including: 

o Developed an entire curriculum and lesson plans that are reflective of the issues teens 
encounter in today’s changing world.

o Planned and supervised yearly trip to New York City focusing on American Jewish 
Immigration.

• Actively involved in teaching in our synagogue Adult Education programs including: 

o Understanding Talmud

o Kashrut (dietary laws)

o Pikuach Nefesh (saving a life)

o Prayer 101

o Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers)

• Developed Torah in the Tech a fall and spring program which met for three weeks at a time in the 
Denver Technological Center with business leaders in the community and included teaching 
various ethical Talmudic topics. 

• Continued development of curriculum and coordination of the High Holiday Youth Experience 
for children ages 2 to 7 years, a meaningful High Holiday experience created to provide an 
alternative to babysitting – including leading a guitar service on the High Holidays. 

• Meals and Mitzvah teacher - a program that enhances the knowledge of B’nai Mitzvah students 
and their family during the B’nai Mitzvah learning period. 

• Teacher for Colorado Agency for Jewish Education Community Hebrew High School - “Two 
Rabbis, Two Kippot” and “Judaism with Altitude” - creative courses developed to share Judaic 
knowledge with high school students in a mini-mester setting. 
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Young Adult Programming  

Responsible for enhancing this area of congregational life as we attempt to connect young adults 
with the congregation. 

• Developed a vibrant young professionals program in the Denver community called “The Hineini 
Project” - including: Torah on Tap, an interactive opportunity to share drinks with the rabbi while 
studying, processing and learning Jewish text in a comfortable environment.

• Havdalah +1 – An interactive Saturday evening program which included lively discussions and 
concerts centered around the havdalah ritual.

• JST (Just Shabbat Together) - Shabbat Dinner and progressive prayer hosted in various homes.

• Saturday Night Purim Fever and Salsa in the Sukkah.

• Started young professionals’ softball team for The Hineini Project which played in the Denver 
Jewish Softball league.

 
Leadership Development and Committees 

• Staff liaison to: 

o “The Hineini Project” Committee.

o Brotherhood - worked with them on scholarship funding, fundraising projects, and 
speaker programs.

o High Holiday Youth Experience Committee - worked with lay leadershi to operate the 
program.

o Tot Shabbat Committee – worked with committee to coordinate Tot Shabbat dinners and 
entertainment activities for both Friday Nights and Saturday mornings, including outdoor 
hiking experiences.

2006-2008 Adath Israel Congregation, Cincinnati, OH 

Rabbinic Intern 

Rabbinic Intern for largest Conservative synagogue in Cincinnati of approximately 700 
households and acting rabbinic presence during senior rabbi’s eight month sabbatical.  
Some accomplishments included:  
Worship  

• Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat services including short D’var Torah. 

• Shabbat morning services including sermon once a month. 

• Shabbat afternoon (minchah) services including leading Shabbat afternoon meal with D’var 
Torah. 

• Shabbat evening (ma’ariv) services and havdalah. 

• Led numerous daily minyan services. 

• Developed in-house Friday Night Live Band including singing and lead guitar. 

• Led High Holiday Youth services. 

 
Pastoral and Life Cycle 

• Pastoral visitation to approximately thirty congregants at retirement facilities on a bi-weekly 
basis. 

• Weekly pastoral visits to local area hospitals. 
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• Worked with B’nai Mitzvah students on D’vrei Torah. 

• Officiated at several funerals and shiva minyanim. 

• Officiated at several brit melah and naming ceremonies. 

 
Educational  

• Taught bi-weekly prayer class on Shabbat morning. 

• Played yearly religious school concert for K-4th grades. 

 
Leadership Development and Committees 

• Attended all board meetings during senior rabbi’s sabbatical. 

• Wrote column for congregational newsletter. 

 

2004-2006 Mt. Sinai Congregation, Texarkana, TX 

Student Rabbi 

Student Rabbi for 30 family congregation in east Texas.  Some accomplishments included: 

 
Worship  

• Monthly Friday Night services with guitar including sermon and Torah reading. 

• High Holiday services including working with organist and lead vocals on all liturgical melodies. 

 
Pastoral and Life Cycle 

• Pastoral visitation to congregants in community and out-lying areas. 

• Officiated at funerals. 

• Worked with conversion students. 

 
Educational  

• Developed and taught Shabbat evening adult education programs including guitar-lead havdalah. 

 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

2009-Present Colorado Hillel 

Board Member 

2008-2010 Jewish National Fund 

Board Member 

2010-Present Colorado State Senate 

Chaplain 

• Monthly morning prayer during sessions. 

2010-Present AIPAC (American Israel Public Affairs Committee) 

Activist 

• Developed synagogue initiative for AIPAC and attended national policy conference. 
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2008-Present Community Young Adult Professional Council 

Rabbinic Leadership 

• Helped develop team-coordinated programming among Jewish professional organizations within 
Denver. 

2008-Present Curious Theatre 

Rabbinic Leadership 

• Frequent discussion panelist at local educational theater. 

 

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT EXPERIENCES 

June 2006 Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Cincinnati, OH 

Student Chaplain 

• CPE Program at Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion. 

• Served as part of spiritual team at Jewish Hospital of Cincinnati. 

• 400 hours working in Jewish Hospital, weekly reflective written pieces, spiritual assessment, and 
case studies. 

Summer 2005 Jewish Federation Camp Livingston Bennington, IN 

Camp Rabbi  

• Responsible for all Shabbat services and music.  Developed Shabbat afternoon camp-wide 
educational programming.  Worked with and mentored camp Judaic specialist to plan weekly 
Judaic programming and overall Judaic curriculum. 

2004-2005 Isaac M. Wise Temple Cincinnati, OH 

4th Grade Teacher 

• Taught Israel curriculum and served as B’nai Mitzvah tutor. 

2001-2002 Temple Sinai Denver, CO 

9th Grade Teacher 

• Taught Confirmation including Jewish Literacy and Current Events curriculum. 

1998-1999 Eisendrath International Exchange Program Jerusalem, Israel 

Physics Teacher 

• NFTY High School in Israel. 

• Taught physics and AP physics to all high school students on year abroad program. 

1990-2003 Hydraulic River Engineer  

Engineer 

• Worked on numerous design teams performing in-depth hydrologic and hydraulic analyses. 

• Conducted this work on a variety of projects including: river restoration, flood control channels, 
dam removals, debris basins and sediment control structures.  Trained, instructed, and guided 
other engineers, engineering trainees and technicians in technical design details. 

• Projects spanned various geographic locations such as Aliso Creek in Orange County, CA (grade 
control structure design); Snake River in Pocatello, ID (sediment analysis in support of local 
Indian tribe efforts); West Las Vegas, NV (flood control channels). 
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Company   Location  Dates   Position                    
 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation  Denver, CO Apr 2001 - June 2003 Hydraulic Engineer   
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Los Angeles, CA Aug 1999 - Apr 2001 Hydraulic Engineer 
Hebrew University   Jerusalem, Israel July 1998 – Dec 1998 Research Engineer 
Colorado State University  Ft. Collins, CO Aug 1997 - May 1998 Graduate T.A.  
Colorado State University  Ft. Collins, CO Aug 1995 - Aug 1997 Research Associate 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Nashville, TN June 1994 - Aug 1995 Hydraulic Engineer   
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Nashville, TN May 1990 - May 1994 Engineering Trainee 

 
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Keynote Speaker for Colorado Hillel Annual Fundraising Dinner - Fall 2006 
Jerusalem Baseball League – Volunteer coach for 13-15 baseball team. Fall 2003-Spring 2004 
RAC Conference- HUC-JIR Rabbinical Student Representative. Spring 2005 
NFTY in Israel- Summer Songleader at Beit-Ha-am. Summer 1998 
Hillel, Colorado State University Board Member. 1996-1998 
Member American Society of Civil Engineers, ASCE Student Chapter VP 1990-91, President 1991-93 

EDUCATION 

2003-2008 Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion    Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Rabbinic Ordination, 2008, Master of Arts in Hebrew Letters, 2007 

• Rabbinic Thesis: 2007-2008  Understanding the Role of Halakhah in the Reform Movement – 
The Question of Personal Autonomy vs. Authority

1995-1997   Colorado State University  

• Master of Science / Hydraulic River Engineering 

1988-1994   Tennessee State University     

• Bachelor of Science / Civil Engineering      

PERSONAL DATA 

Date of Birth: February 4, 1970 

Birthplace: New Rochelle, New York 

Marital Status: Married to Stacey Delcau 

Children: Shira and Maya 

REFERENCES PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
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RABBI MITCHELL R. DELCAU – PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 
My life thus far has been split into two professional tracks.  For 12 years I crunched numbers and 
performed analyses on flood control projects and river sedimentation.  At that time in my life, I 
listened from the pew as a congregant searching for spiritual sustenance and meaningful Torah. 
Part of me always sought to analyze and use logic to satisfy my religious needs and 
understanding of God.  Something seemed to be missing.  I was yearning to find that missing 
link.  It finally came when my wife was in graduate school in Jerusalem to become a Jewish 
educator.  I studied at HUC-JIR in a program designed for lay people.  After immersing myself 
in prayer, Torah, and rabbinic literature, I realized that logic and reasoning could only take me so 
far on my spiritual journey.  I developed a hunger for Judaism in a manner that I had never 
before felt.  This passion stayed with me on a daily basis.  I was a good engineer, but this desire 
ultimately propelled me into the rabbinate. 
 
In my first position out of HUC-JIR, I took on a challenge of becoming a transitional associate in 
a congregation undergoing a dramatic change.  A senior colleague was retiring after 40 years and 
a new senior was being hired.  I learned firsthand about the difficulties and adjustments the lay 
leadership, congregants, and staff experience during a period this tenuous.  From this time, I 
realized several things.  First, change is difficult and this includes positive change.  Second, the 
new rabbi’s vision and prior experience are vitally important in ensuring a smooth transition.  
Third, the degree to which the congregational leadership creates and implements a plan for 
transition is a strong determining factor in the new rabbi’s ultimate success.  Finally, I observed 
that a new rabbi should learn everything that he/she can about the history and traditions of a 
synagogue before suggesting or implementing any major changes. 
 
As a rabbi, I am passionate about many things.  Chief among them are prayer, Torah, teaching, 
and Israel.  My experiences with prayer have led me to realize that there is not one paradigm 
which works for everyone.  The question I believe we most often need to ask ourselves is, “How 
do we open our mouths in order to speak with God?”  This is not a simple concept.  As a Reform 
Rabbi, I believe my job is to create gateways for congregants to find meaning in their own 
spiritual moments.  With this thought in mind, I also think that there are multiple venues where 
these moments are to be found.  I believe that the synagogue is still the quintessential setting and 
is the foundation of a Jewish community.  Yet, I also know that meaningful prayer is found 
outside these walls in places such as the mountains, on a trail in the woods, a softball field, or 
even in a hospital room.  This is one of the most important lessons I learned while serving 
Temple Emanuel. 
 
I believe that music is a vital aspect of creating spiritual moments.  I have been a dedicated 
musician since I was in elementary school.  I was an accomplished trumpet player through my 
college tenure and in recent years I worked to develop my guitar-playing skills.  I don’t seek to 
be the musical voice of a congregation; however, through partnering with Cantor Regina Heit, I 
validated the notion that many people connect to worship and Judaism through music.  I can help 
provide these musical spiritual connections.  I have been blessed to have been mentored by many 
talented Jewish musicians and song leaders over the years.  This skill-set allowed me to create 
meaningful worship in many venues in my rabbinate, such as playing in the synagogue bands in 
both of my positions, Friday Night services, and Tot Shabbat. 
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Special moments in the spiritual realm are deepened by the study of Torah and Jewish texts.  
When I study, I have a deeper appreciation of my spirituality.  I am very passionate about 
learning Torah and this leads me to study Talmud each week with an Orthodox rabbinic 
colleague.  Although we approach our Judaism from a very different perspective, this unique 
vantage point strengthens my abilities to teach Judaism from a Reform perspective.  In a 
profound moment, someone once asked me, “So what’s your Torah?”  I am a true believer in the 
mishnah which teaches, “Turn it and turn it for everything is in it, reflect on it and grow old and 
gray with it….”  As such, I carve time out of each week to study the Torah portion.  Each year, 
as a Jew and as a rabbi, I try to derive and develop a new perspective on our treasured words 
because I believe that learning leads to exciting, new, and dynamic teachings.  
 
I am equally passionate about teaching Torah.  Part of this can be attributed to the inspiring 
educators in my family.  My grandmother, Betty R. Hollender, taught religious school for 40 
years at Temple Israel in New Rochelle, N.Y.  She wrote Bible Stories for Little Children which 
was “the” model for teaching Torah to young children for at least 4 generations through the 
UAHC (now URJ).  My wife is a Jewish Educator who graduated from HUC-JIR in Los Angeles 
with a degree in Jewish Education.  I learned from both my grandmother and wife that teaching 
Judaism in a modern context means we must be accepting of where congregants are and 
supporting them on their own journeys to find meaning.  To this end, I have committed myself to 
teaching multiple generations of Jews about Judaism.  I believe that I have the ability to teach 
toddlers, senior adults, and everyone in between.  My teaching philosophy is to use a logical 
thought process to transport people from one point and guide them to another on their 
educational journey. 
 
My teaching extends beyond the synagogue community.  I believe that there is a need to serve 
young unaffiliated Jews, and my unique skill-set addresses this situation.  In my current position, 
I took action and started a program from scratch which brings Judaism to where young adults are 
and brings them into the synagogue as well.  I am committed to teaching the next generation.  I 
teach mitzvot and modernize classical rabbinic material in homes, bars, and even on the softball 
field.  My technique is to choose teachings which are interactive, interesting, and accessible.  All 
the while I keep in mind that before I was a rabbi, I was the student.   
 
I am a devoted Zionist.  I am a true believer in Israel’s right to exist and I am not afraid to stand 
up for Israel in the synagogue or in the community.  Being a true Zionist means we may need to 
be critical of Israel in some cases.  We should be able to have healthy dialogues with diverse and 
respectful views.  Yet, it also means unconditional support for the idea of a Jewish state and a 
homeland for our people.  My devotion does not come merely from ideas cultivated in 
classrooms, from media, or written material; rather, it comes from living in the State of Israel for 
two years.  While there, I experienced joys, frustrations, and great personal growth. These life-
changing moments continue to influence not only my political views, but also how I teach and 
guide congregants to learn and understand Israeli culture, society, and Judaism. 
 
While many would say that leading prayer and teaching Torah are the most important parts of 
building a modern synagogue, my experience has taught me that the most significant piece of a 
successful rabbinate is creating a kehilah kedoshah, a holy community.  I always seek to create a 
setting that is welcoming to all congregants.  Part of this process includes having a meaningful 
working partnership with the board of a synagogue so that from the very roots of the 
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congregation the concept of welcoming is acknowledged.  I am proud that I have a meaningful 
relationship with the Board of Trustees in my current position.   
 
I gain a tremendous amount of support and energy from my family.  God has certainly blessed 
me.  My wife, Stacey and my daughters, Shira and Maya are the foundation of my life.  They 
give me the sustenance each and every day to be a dedicated husband, father, Jew, and rabbi.  
These are four very important roles.  Each of them defines who I am and I am fully committed to 
being the best to each of them that I can be. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


